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BOOK NOTES 
Niddrie of the North-West: Memoirs of a Pioneer 
Canadian Missionary. By John W. Niddrie, 
edited by John W. Chalmers and John J. 
Chalmers. Edmonton: University of Alberta 
Press, 2000. Photographs, postscript, notes. 
xxii + 220 pp. $24.95 paper. 
John J. Chalmers furthers the work of his 
father, John W. Chalmers, in bringing John 
W. Niddrie's memoirs to life. The editors 
present the story of a Methodist missionary in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies in remote parts of Alberta and Manitoba. 
A Prairie Mosaic: An Atlas of Central Nebraska's 
Land, Culture and Nature. Edited by Steven J. 
Rothenberger and Susanne George- Bloom-
field. Kearney: University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, 2000. Maps, photographs, figures, 
illustrations, list of contributors. 224 pp. 
$20.00 paper. 
Divided into four sections-Geography, 
Climate Biology; History, Law; Art, Culture; 
and Economics, Politics, Society-the volume 
explores the depth and range of Nebraska's 
history. Oversize color pages, photographs, and 
illustrations depict the flora and fauna, people, 
art, geography, and history of central Ne-
braska. 
The Oregon Trail: A Photographic Journey. By 
Bill and Jan Moeller. Missoula: Mountain 
Press Publishing Company, 2001. Color photo-
graphs, maps, sites of interest, bibliography, 
index. $18.00 paper. 
The Moellers' travel portfolio of the Or-
egon Trail attempts to capture the length and 
change of seasons early settlers witnessed cross-
ing the country between 1841 to 1860. Photo-
graphs are accompanied by entries taken from 
journals and diaries of pioneers and emigrants. 
63 
Canyons of the Texas High Plains. By Wyman 
Meinzer. Lubbock: Texas Tech University 
Press, 200l. Photographs, map, bibliography. 
vii + 88 pp. $29.95 cloth, $17.95 paper. 
Texas's official state photographer offers 
photographs of the Texas canyons that show-
case the land and topography. 
Dictionary of Midwestern Literature. Volume 
One: The Authors. Edited by Philip A. 
Greasley. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 200l. Photographs, appendix, contribu-
tors, index. xii + 668 pp. $59.95. 
This initial volume of a projected three-
volume set includes entries on more than four 
hundred authors, surveying their lives, and 
relevant criticism. 
The University of Manitoba: An Illustrated His-
tory. By J.M. Bumstead. Winnipeg: Univer-
sity of Manitoba Press, 200l. Photographs, 
figures, illustrations, epilogue, appendix, se-
lected readings. xii + 228 pp. $34.95 paper. 
Through archival research, rare photos, and 
student memoirs, Bumstead chronicles the 
history of the University of Manitoba from 
1877 to 1977, its first hundred years. 
Willa Cather: The Contemporary Reviews. Ed-
ited by Margaret Anne O'Connor. Port 
Chester, NY: Cambridge University Press, 
200l. Illustrations, index. xxvi + 550 pp. 
$130.00. 
Limited to those works Cather prepared for 
publication herself, this twelfth volume in the 
American Critical Archives series is organized 
chronologically according to publication dates 
of Cather's works. 
